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For the Observer and Commonwealth. i 

THE UNKNOWN HEEOES. 

BY MINNIE L. HOPKINS. 

Throughout history, romance, song, ' 
and story, the heart is thrilled by re- . 
cords of deathless valor and immortal 
fame. But sometimes, if the heart be I 
thoughtful and the spirit sad, we fall to 
musing about the unwritten and unsung 
heroes. The world is full of them — 
the martyrs who have hnnwn “the cross 
without the crown of glory” as far as 
this life is concerned. They go down 
to nameless graves after life’s fierce bat- 
tle, leaving no breath of fame exceed- 
ing the brief aroma of a violet when it 
dies. They wept, and suffered and en- 
dured, and when the world had broken 
tbo cruised reeds, no man took note of 
jeir departure. There are more ol 
these unknown heroes than we deem. 
Life has many an Alma and Malakoff 
which have no historian. 

A close observer often recognizes 
these heroes of the bloodless battles of 
heart and brain in the passing ways of 
life. We see on many faces traces of 
something worse than the fiery baptism 
of earth’s hardest fought fields. These 
veterans go by us in the street, and 
mingle amid the amenities of every day 
existence. Their soars are dimmed 
.yes, faded tresses and faces out of 
which have passed youth’s sparkling en- 
thusiasm forever — the victims of judi- 
cial blindness; of the whispered slan- 
ders; and “untempted virtue’s phara- 
saic sneer.” 

The man who walks in spiritual dark- 
ness, knowing the terrors of the words 
“too late,” and the godless mother whose 
impenitent child was stricken by sud- 
den death. There is no need to weep 
sentimental tears over the tieroes of 
fiction, or to poetize about the love- 
light that streams from Hellespont, or 
Tasso’s woes; or the heroism of Roman 
fathers. There are stories more real 
and more painfully sad nearer home. 
The Southern land is full of them. 
There are pale women here who “in the 
hottest .fire held still;” and strong men 
' heart deep, who go steadily ' 
about uuty and business, as though * 
there were no shaft beneath the wing of 
the eagle. Byron told his pain in floods 
of strange and bitter song; Cowper em- 
balmed bis in rhymed music, and hun- 
dreds of others have thrilled the world 
of song with their story of suffering. 

Not so the unknown heroes — the 
songless poets and mute singers, amid 
the ranks of these life’s might-have- 
beens. With, them the cross, the woe, 
the living death in life, are unwritten 
and unsung. 

As the lamb dies in silence, and the 
hart pants away its'wounded life in its 
own solitudes, so, in the solitudes of the 
soul, their cross is carried in secret ; 
their poem lost, their idyl unsung for- 
ever. Sometimes we are aware when 
some such life goes out at our very side, 
and we feel that absolute silence has 
settled forever upon the unlaureled 
grave of another unknown hero. So i 
patiently have lived, so silently have 
died the victims of intemperance, 
fraud, calumny, and the long list of 
sorrows in which even a brother inter- 
meddleth not. How sweetly and pa- 
tiently they lived, how calmly died, is | 
never known. Albeit there is One who 
will wipe away all tears from their eyes. ' 
The compassionate One who condemned | 
not, who forgave Peter, who prayed for | 
His murderers, and stooped to comfort 
and restore the blind beggars on the | 
Jericho highway. May not His follow-; 
ers imitate the angelic charities of His | 
holy nature, and scarcely dare to scorn | 
those who stumble in some hour of fiery ' 
trial, and even pity sad lips that speak , 
perchance words bitter and stern to i 
hear. They are sometimes but spray- 
drops from Mara some of life, tbatknoas 
not the rest of Elim’s palms and foun - 1 
tains. , 

There is One who judges more ten- ' 
derly than we who see the fainting, but 
cannot see the crosses. Longfellow has 
exquisitely recorded the sympathy and ! 
charity of his poet heart in words like 
these — “Thp little 1 have known ofj 
the world and the history of mankind, 
teaches me to look upon the errors of i 
others in sorrow, and not in anger. ! 
When I take the history of one poor ’ 
heart that has sinned and suffered, and 
represent to myself the temptations it | 
has passed through ; the brief pulsa- ' 
tions of joy; the feverish inquietude of 
hope and fear; the tears of regret; the 
feebleness of purpose; the pressure of 
want; the desertion of friends; the 
scorn of the world that has little char- 
ity ; the desolation of the soul’s sanc- 
tuary and the threatening voice within; 
health gone ; I wunld fain leave the soul 
of my fellow-man with Him from whose ^ 
hand it came.” | 

Richmond, Va. 

Just So. — In a heated controversy 
between a Presbyterian and a Metho- 
dist, the former quoted largely from the 
Epistle to the Romans. “Ah!” said 
the other, “ Paul says so, I know ; but 
then I always thought he leaned too 
much toward Calvinism.” 



For the Obsen er and Commonwealth. 

NORTHERN AGENTS at the SOUTH. 

• SECRET. POLITICAL CLUBS. 

The statement which we subjoin un- 
der the signature of “H. M.,” are ac- 
companied with the re.°ponsible name of 
a highly esteemed minister of the Pres- 
byterian Cbnrch, who, in these disclos- 
ures, speaks of things known to him 
personally. In a private letter he gives 
us the names of the missionaries who 
have been employed on double salaries 
as political agents, and who desecrate 
their sacred oflSce, as well as the Sab- 
bath, in their efforts to secure for them- 
selves political offices in the State. 
He also gives us the names of the 
judges and members of the bar, who 
have investigated these strange proceed- 
ings and given their legal opinion on 
the subject. 



tioD, exposed all the miautes and offic- ! 
ial documents containing theoa'.hs, iiu- ' 
precatioDS, penalties and secrets of the 
organize tion. Hundreds of incidents 

transpired by which all these secrets j 
leaked out through other channels, and > 
authenticated the disclosures. The 
original papers and collateral testimony 
were examined by the most eminent, 
lawyers of the State, who had filled the 
highest positions in the judiciary, em- { 
inent for their great legal abilities, I 
learning and unsullied honor. They | 
published their legal opinion that these | 
secret clubs constituted a conspiracy I 
against the laws of the State, and the 
public peace, order and good morals, 
and against the rights, safety and prop- 
erty of the citizens, and its authors are 
traitors. Undir tbe prevailing influ- 
ences such opinions, from the very high- 
est authcrity, were treated as tbe idle 
wind. 

These secret clubs were the real 
: agencies which seduced the colored peo- 



the patient, rather than (hj services he ] 
is likely to require.” ' 



To what extent these political agen- j » “ass from the churches which 

. . , f they had previously attended, and from 

are patronized by Northern intelligent and faithful ministry. 



oies 

churches, we cannot say, nor can we 
designate the prominent men who sanc- 
tion this mode of reconstructing the 
South. But while such things are done, 
our Northern friends will readily per- 
ceive why it is that our late Assembly 
could not have implicit confidence in the 
purity of their churches. — Eds. 

About the time of the registra- 
tion of the negroes in the Southern 
States, as voters under the enfranchising 
act of Congress, they suddenly, in a 
mass, forsook the ministry and churches 
which previously they had always at- 
tended, and for which they had always 
expressed their fondest affection. To 
this day they have not returned, though 
avowing unalterable confidence and af- 
fection. The means which produced 
this abandonment and its results are so 
extraordinary as to appear incredible, 
were it not that so many extraordinary 
events have transpired, which contra- 
dict all the preconceived ideas of possi- 
bility. Tbe State in which this com- 
munication is written, is probably only 
an example of the other Southern 
States. 

About the time alluded to, a colored 
preacher from a Northern State made 
his advent, and immediately entered 
upon an active political campaign. He 



and manipulated their vote at tbe polls. 
The most efficient agents in the work, 
without whom it couldn’t have been ef- 
fected, and could not pass the ordeal of 
a free election, were the preachers, 
colored and white, drawing salaries from 
the missionary funds of tbe Northern 
churches, whose only gospel or ministry 
consisted in the arts which manipulated 
many of themselves into lucrative offi- 
ces. In this tremendous outrage and 
infamous crime against the office of the 
ministry and sacred name of missions, 
the Northern Presbyterian Church is 
bearing ber full and guilty share of 
participation with her sister churches 
of other denominations of the North- 
ern States. So far as is known, ber 
missionaries in foreign lands, under in- 
structions from the Foreign Board, ab- 
stain from interference with tbe politi- 
cal institutions and secular affairs of 
the countries to which they are sent, 
and with fidelity and ifeal consecrate 
themselves to their appropriate calling 
of instructing the people in Christian- 
ity. But for the first time in the his- 
tory of Protestantism, the history of 
the Jesuit missions in .Tapan and China 
of a former age, is repeating itself in 
tbe Southern States. Those Jesuit 
missionaries, instead of preaching the 
gospel under the instructions of the ex- 
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boasted on the stump of being a mis- ec^tive officers of their society, abused 

. . . o . . fhaiv> nw iiQnmincp r.hA Afinfivtl oy 



sionary, and drawing from tbe mission- 
ary funds of a Northern Church a sal- 
ary of $2,500 per annum. It was as- 
certained that he was at the same time 
drawing an equal or larger salary from 
the executive committee of a political 
organization with authority to award 
other salaries, and buy up sub-agents. 
In concert with other missionaries and 
sub-agents, he proceeded to organize all 
the colored people in every town and 
neighborhood in the State, into secret 
political clubs, under the name of 



their office by usurping the control of 
the political and secular affairs of the 
people. In process of time this usur- 
pation and abuse rendered them so in- 
famous that they were expelled, the 
cross was trampled upon in contempt, 
and those kingdoms were for ages closed 
against the gospel. 

But tbe instructions of tbe Assembly 
to their Board of Domestic Missions and 
Freedmen’s Committee inaugurated a 
similar political policy in the Southern 
States. Tbe fruit is visible in the abuse 
and corruption of the cause and name of 



missions, and in a fearful harvest of 



‘ Loyal Leagues.” The local clubs 

were organized in subjection to a can- . , , j . , ■ .t 

tral club, of which this colored mission- temporal and eternal rum of the 

ary was the head, and executive officer, . poor negroes who have been seduced 
subject to his inspection, review and con- political c ubs on t e ab- 

trol. The principal meetings were held ' 

on the SabLth, under the pretext of | who faithfuljy instructed and watch- 
meetings for prayer and preaching for j them. 



the colored people, conducted by preach 
ers, colored or white, drawing these 
salaries both from the missionary funds 
of Northern churches, and from a politi- 
cal organization ; and the exercises were 
artfully interspersed with prayer and 
singing. For the benefit of those desir- 
ous of more material stimulants, whisky 
was freely distributed. The whole 
thing was most artfully arranged in or- 
der to secure the general attendance of 
the colored people. The meetings were 
held with closed doors, which were 
guarded by armed sentinels, and the 
proceedings were conducted in secret. 
Tbe rites of initiation consisted in the 
most solemn oaths to vote for tbe nom- 
inees of the league, with the most fear- 
ful imprecations and penalties amount- 
ing to the forfeiture of life for viola- 
tion of the pledge, disclosure of the 
secrets, or withdrawal from the club. 
Arms were distributed to tbe members 
of these clubs, which become armed or- 
ganizations, subject to drill at the op- 
tion of the officers, and these drills 
were carried out on public occasions in 
burlesque imitations of military par- 
ades to the stormy blasts of some old 
tin horn. 

Tbe exercises of the sacred right of 
the elective franchise consisted in the 
mechanical act of transferring to the 
clerk of the polls a small piece of pa- 
per from the hand of the elector, placed 
in it by the clerk himself, or some other 
person appointed by tbe club for the 
purpose, without any idea in the mind 
of the great mass of the voters as to 
the nature or design of the paper, or of 
any name on it. These little pieces of 
paper, though utterly unintelligible to 
the electors, had names on them, which 
met other eyes when the ballots were 
counted, and were in sufficient numbers 



Only a few days ago one of these 
loyal league missionaries, in a speech 
in a State legislature, boasted that “he 
would oppose Jesus Christ if he would 
come down and oppose his rights !” 
When such blasphemy is belched out 
from such sources what is to become of 
tbe poor sheep scattered without a 
shepherd and made havoc of by such 
wolves in sheep’s clothing ? The nu- 
merous cases among them of apostacies 
from all religion, of a rapid decline to 
wards heathenism. Sabbath breaking, 
intemperance, profanity and general 
corruption of morals, of consequent 
idleness, poverty, diseases, and rapid 
decrease of numbers, threatening the 
ultimate extinction of the race, are 
among the fruits of the things done un- 
der the connivance of that Assembly in 
violation of the constitution and incon- 
sistent with their own profession of alle- 
giance to tbe headship of Christ — it is 
making light of sin to include these 
things under the soft and mild term of 
inconsistencies. Whatever the North- 
ern Presbyterian Church may he in 
other States — in the Southern States it 
political institution and apostate 



from the 
Church. 



commissioned 



office of 

H. M. 



Contracting for the Doctor's Services. 

The Berlin correspondent of the 
Manchester Guardian writes; “lam 
reminded, by the beginning of the year, 
of a practice which prevails throughout 
Germany, and which is attended by so 
many advantages, that I should like to 
say a few words respecting it. I allude 
to the custom of insuring the doctor’s 
bill, or, what comes to the same thing, 
paying the doctor by contract. All 
families who do not live from hand to 
mouth, but are in receipt of something 
like a regular income, send their physi 



THE MARSEILLAISE HYMN. 

The grandest national hymn on earth is the 
“ ilarseillaise.’’ .lest now it is being sung ail 
over France with the wildest enthusiasm, lor 
It has jest been restored to tbe people after a 
long interdiclipn. 

Ye sons of freedom ’wake to glory, 

Uark, hark, what myriads bid you rise; 
Yourcbildren, wives, and graiiJsires hoary; 

Behold their tears and hear their cries ! 
Shall hateful tyrants, roisebb f breeding, 

With hireling hosts, a riiQlan band. 

Affright and desolate tbe land. 

While peace and liberty lie bleeding.'' 

To arms, to arms, ye brave I 
Tb’ aveng ug sword uiisheatb ! 
march on ! March on I 
All hearts resolved on Victory or death ! 

Now, now the dangerous storm is rolling. 
Which treacherous Kings confederate raise; 
The dogs of war, let looose, are bowling. 
And lo I our walks and cities blaze ! 

And shall we basely view the ruin, 

*Vhile lawless force, with guilty stride. 
Spread desolation tar and wide. 

With crimes and blood bis hand embruiug? 
To arms, to arms, ye brave ! 

Th’ avenging sword unsheatb ! | 

March on ! March on ! | 

All hearts resolved on Victory or death \ 

( 

With luxury and pride surrounded. 

The vile Insatiate despots dare, j 

Their thirst of gold and power unbounded. 
To m^e and vend I he light and air 
Like lieflfe of burden would they loid us, 
Like Gods, would bid their slaves adore; 
But man is man, and who is more I' 

Then shall they longer lash and goad us ? 

To arms, to a'-ms, ye brave I 
Th’ avenging sword unsheath ! 

March on ! March on I 
All hearts resolved on Victory or death ! 

O Liberty 1 can man resign thee, 

Once having felt thy generous flame ! 

• Can dungeons’ bolts and bars conflne thee. 
Or whip thy noble spirit tame f 
Too long the world has wept, bewailing 
That falsehood's dagger tyrants wield; • 
But Freedom is our Sword and shield. 
And all tbeirarts are unavailing ! 

• To arms, to arms, ye brave ! 

Tb’ avenging sword unsheath ! 

March on I March on ! 

All hearts resolved on Victory or death ! 



to control the elections, to create the | 

State Government, and elect every offi- 
cer from the United States Senate down I clan acertain fee on New Year’s eve, 
through every ramification which open- ' or a day or two later, as remuneration 
ed the most distant avenue to the prop- for his attention during the previous 
erty tf the helpless and subjugated tax- 1 year. The amount is determined by 
payers. The secretary of the central , mutual agreement at the commences 



SELF-CONTROL. 

Self-control is t>s tzmpebance— one of the 
• irtues— w '.ica t '.j Apostle Peter exhorted 
CurLstiP'^c^ '.u Slid .0 their faith. Its impel t- 
. Mtion of character is noticed 
in appropriate terms in the following para- 
graph Irom the “ Methodist.” 

Self-control is an essential element of 
all that is good and great in the human 
character. The Christian should pos- 
sess it in an eminent degree. It is pe- 
culiarly needed in “bringing into cap- 
tivity every thought to the obedience 
of Christ;” and in resisting success- 
fully the contaminating influences of 
the world while mingling in its con- 
cerns. Selfishness produces so many 
collisions, that he who can maintain 
the mastery over his own spirit has a 
power over those of his fellow-men 
which he can gain in no other way. 
Who ever was extensively useful with- 
out self-government? Then one’s own 
peace of mind depends upon it; for 
just so often as we yield ourselves to the 
bodily appetites, or to the exorbitant 
demands of the passions, there are dis- 
order and tumult within : and con- 
soience, if it possess any moral sensibil- 
ity, ii fliots its chastisements ; and not 
un frequently, remorse its severest tor- 
tures. The example of Christ is the 
only perfect one for us to follow. Self- 
control was among his most prominent 
characteristics. It is at the foundation 
of a large part of the Christian graces; 
Self-denial, humility, meekness, pa- 
tience, 1 -in'. ent activity, heavenly 

R mot exist without it. 

rhi , whole course of their 

t;artb-v pi'gri:„age, God is trying his 
own ..ildren to see to what extent they 
will practice and cherish it. Heaven 
cannot be attained but by its constant 
exercise. The gracious rewards of 
heaven will be proportioned to the de- 
gree in which it is possessed. 

Apostolic Succession. 

Dr. L •, of St. Louis, who is some- 

thing of a wag, called on a colored Bap- 
tist minister and propounded £ few 
puzzling questions. “ Why is it,” said 
he, “ that yon are not able to do the 
miracles that the Apostles did ? They 
were protected against poison and all 
kinds of perils. How is it that you are 
not protected in the same way ?” 

The colored brother responded prompt- 
ly, “Don’t know about that, Doctor, I 
’spect I is. I have tooken a mily sight 
of strong medicine from you doctors, 
and I is alive yst.” 

The Bible and the Chinamen. 

“ And* if a stranger sojourn with thee 
in your land, you shall not vex him. 
But the stranger that dwelleth with 
you shall be unto yon as one born among 
you, and thou shalt love him as thyself ; 
for ye were strangers in the land of 
Egypt ; I am the Lord your God.” — 
I (Leviticus xix. 33,34.) 



club subsequently denounced the party, 

and ia the exuberance of his ind'gna- 



! Tebrible Types.— An editor once, 
in attemptingto complimentGen. Pillow 
as a “ battle-scarred veteran,” was made 
by the types to call him a “abattle- 
, scared veteran.” In the next issue the 
mistake was so far corrected as to style 
mated with reference to the meap .,1 of him a “ bottle-scarred veteran.” 



ment of the engagement, and is esti- 



For the Obeerver and CommonwealtiL 

THE HEBREW COMMONWEALTH. 

One thing is to be inferred from the 
statement in our last in regard to the 
Bible, is that it is the sole and only 
word of God ; it not only contains all 
truth, but is the only record we have 
of what God has done for and said to 
man. We have nothing else but this, 
and it is complete, to which nothing 
can be added. Moses began and John 
ended it ; and as we have here all that 
God intended to tell us of himself and of 
his dealings with our race, we should 
accept it fnlly, believe in it entirely, 
take it as our unerring guide in all 
matters of faith, and as absolute au- 
thority in everything that belongs to 
religion. 

Hence, no man or body of men ean 
change it in the slightest degree, or 
direct ns to believe anything as a rev- 
elation not contained in its holy pages. 
Every man must not only believe it, 
but interpret its teachings and try to 
understand it for and by himself ; and 
to do this, ask in prayer for God’s Holy 
Spirit to aid in the search and to bless 
the inquiry. We have our Lord’s com- 
mand to “search the Scriptures,” and 
not to regard the traditions and teach- 
ings of men ; and this command, if pos- 
sible, of more importance now than 
it was when delivered, for we have a 
fuller written Bible than then ex- 
isted and also a larger number 
of interpreters. And in taking tbe 
Bible as our text book of civiliza- 
tion, law, and government, as will be 
necessary in speaking of the Hebrew 
Commonwealth as a model for man in 
his social state, we must remember that 
tbe New Testament deals very little 
with such questions and only incident- 
ally alludes to them. The apostles did 
not organize a State ; they did not give 
laws in relation to land or society, or 
going forth to war or governing at home. 
They meddled with none of these 
things; all this had been already regu- 
lated by ancient custom or the laws of 
Mbses. ' 

They taught the life and atonement 
of our Lord, and caused Moses and the 
prophets to be read and believed 
in by those who knew them and by 
those who had never beard of them. 
Paul, in teaching the Gentile Gal- 
latians, goes minutely into the in- 
struction derived from the Mosaic law. 
We shall find the true mode of forming 
and of keeping up a true commonwealth 
in that nation which God himself 
formed by his servant Moses. And it is 
still better argument when we say that, 
when our Lord set aside a regulation 
made by Moses, as in the law of divorce, 
for instance, be does so by saying that 
the law of Moses was in contravention 
of an earlier law of God ; in the begin- 
ning it was not so; these are His express 
words. 

Again we must remember that be- 
cause a thing or custom is mentioned 
in the Bible, it has not the force of ex- 
ample unless it is approved. David and 
Solomon are said to have had many 
wives, yet this is no argument for po- 
lygamy: and this very thing is men- 
tioned as one of the things wherein the 
kings had taught Israel to sin. 

FUNlSHMENT AND SACRIFICE. 

Now let ns with reverence examine 
this sacred Book, and try if we can un- 
derstand something of the religion of 
the patriarchs. 

We need not go back to the garden 
of Eden, and speculate on man’s con- 
dition there, or of the manner of his 
fall and expulsion. Adam repented 
and was punished and pardoned. The 
first thing that meets us is the origin 
of sacrifice. We read that God clothed 
them with skins, after they had been 
arraigned, tried, judged and forgiven. 

He called up before Him the three 
offenders, Satan, the man and the wo- 
man, and solemnly pronounced the 
doom of each. 

The serpent’s curse was debasement. 
Satan’s curse was punishment from his 
presence, limitation of his* power, ex- 
posure of bis designs, enmity to him on 
the part of man, bis new made tool and 
victim, and the knowledge of the ulti- 
mate punishment that the seed of the 
woman should inflict on him. 

Our first parents here saw and knew 
their enemy, learned his malignity, and 
were encouraged to resist his power by 
being informed of his fate and the man- 
ner of it. 

And this sentence of enmity is still 
in active force. Even bad men hate 
the devil, and while they are led by 
him and to do his will, yet hate and 
abhor him. His fate is to receive their 
curses, and not to have friends even 
where he has tools and followers. There 
is no friendship possible in Hell. 

It was the day of judgment. The 
race of man embodied in Adam and Eve, 
had been placed in Eden for we know 
not what length of time, been 
tempted by Satan and had fallen into 
sin. They were thus doomed to death; 
and Satan had defied God and tried to 
destroy his work. Tempter and tempt- 



ed, seducer and sinner, were both 
brought before God’s justice-throne 
for trial and condemnation. 

It wag a high court of justice, and 
foreshadowed the terril le coming day 
of judgment. Each offender, in pro- 
portion to amount of guilt and priorty 
in crime, was duly sentenced. 

First, the serpent, evidently Satan, 
could not have assumed this incarnation 
without the consent of the animal. 
Probably he had bribed this subtile 
beast by a promise of advancement over 
man ; the taking of his place as Lord of 
creation when Adam should die for vio- 
lated law. The serpent tempted, but 
did not eat himself ; he was too wisely 
instructei for that, and hence his sen- 
tence and physical debasement. 

I have always thought that a part of 
Adam's divine knowledge, and one 
means of his interoonrse with the an- 
imals in the garden, was that he com- 
prehended their language, and kne'w bow 
they communicated with one another. 
And hence be had no surprise and felt 
no suspicion when the serpent spoke, 
and recommended that he should eat of 
the tree forbidden. L — e. 

A CAROLINa’sTATED CLERK. 

Some one,we know not wbom, tells this 
good story. The Synod of North Caro- 
lina was to meet in one of the interior 
villages of the State, and the venerable 
Stated Clerk was making his way on 
horseback to the place. It was slow 
travelling through the sands, and night 
overtaking him as he drew near to the 
village, he got lost among the pines and 
numerous bridle paths. He began to 
shout for help, and some one hearing him, 
called to know what he wanted. Having 
the duties of his office on bis mind, and 
knowing that tbe Synod was by this 
time in session, he answered as loudly 
as he could cry, “ I’m the Slated Clerk 
of tbe Synod of North Carolina, and 
I’m lost.” The man who heard him, 
rushed to the church where the Synod 
was in session, and exclaimed : “There’s 
a man out there in the woods, who says 
‘ he’s the greatest sinner in North 
Carolina, and he’s lost !’ ” A commit- 
tee was sent, and soon the lost was 
found. 



UNDER A CLOUD. 

Mr. Richard Weaver, the noted evan- 
gelist, has been adjudged before the 
county magistrates at Macclesfield, to 
be tbe father of an Illegitimate child, 
and the whole wicked world is in a 
frenzy of delight ; showing how much 
it hated him. The decision was cheered 
in court. The case is to be appealed, 
and whatever may be the desire of oth- 
ers, we hope that it may yet be proven 
that the county magistrates have been 
mistaken, and t|jat the charge is a con- 
spiracy. Weaver has issued a circular 
in the course of which he say% : 

“ It is not for me to try to justify 
myself. I am God’s servant; Christ 
Jesus is my Master, and my reputation 
is with Him, not with man. The woman 
made Joseph’s garment a witness 
against him, and this poor girl has made 
the same of my kindness. . . . Let 

me beg an interest in all Christians’ 
prayers at this time of trial, for my 
dear wife, who is belied with myself, 
and for our five children, that God may 
bless us. There is a cloud of gloom 
over our house at the present time, that 
for seventeen years has been one of the 
happiest homes in the world ; but the 
sun will shine again, and sorrow and 
sadness will flee away. Joy will re 
turn. My wife and myself have still 
the quiet calm of Christ’s presence 
with us. ... I leave my case in 
the hands of God only crying ‘ Plead 
thou my cause, O Lord.’ ” 

An Equivocal Complim nt. — One 
of D’Israeli’s admirers, in speaking of 
him to John Bright, said, “ You ought 
to give him credit for what he has ac- 
complished, as he is a self-made man.” 
“ 1 know he is,” retorted Mr. Bright, 
“and he adores his maker.” 

Learning will accumulate wonder- 
fully if you add a little every day. Do 
not wait for a long period of leisure. 
Pick up the book and gain one new 
idea, if no more. Save that one and 
add another as soon as you can. Says 
an old Scotch adage: “Many a little 
makes a mickle.” 

A LITTLE boy, possessing unusual 
power of observation, being asked if he 
knew where liars went, replied, that 
they went to New York, to writeforthe 
papers. 

The attractive associations which ge- 
nius can throw about any object is illus- 
trated by the effect which Bierstadt’s 
“ Yo Semite” has had. The scene of 
the famous painting has become so pop- 
ular, that a hotel and watering place 
have been established in the vicinity. 

. The flowers of Christian grace grow 
only under the shade of the cross, and 
the root of them all is humility. 

Men of One Idea. — Carlyle thinks 
that the man who succeeds is generally 
the narrow-minded man — the man of 
one idea, who works at nothing but 
that, sacrificing everything to that ; 
tbe fanatic, in shott. By fanatics, 
whether military, commercial, or reli- 
gious, and not by “ liberal-minded 
meu” at all, has the world’s work been 
done in all ages. 




2 



CHRISTIAN OBSERVER AND COMMONWEALTH* AUGUST 24, 1870. 



- 

(fl)ristinu (Dltscrucr^ 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24, 1870. 



Cont«nU of the Miecellaneotis Department. 



trtieUt. 



IDITOBIAtS. AutJ.onl. 



Ufa ami Letters of Frederick Robertson, M. A 

ITniTersltT Series of Text-Books 

Notices of New Books 



Page- 

2 

2 

2 



CORKerONDDtCS AKD COHMUKlCATlONa 



Letter from China — The Tientsin Massacre... E — ..2 

** *' Louisiana Obeervatoir. .2 

•• o Texas — Correspondence J. B. 2 

ShelbynUc Female College 2 

Ca rd from Dr. Robinson - • • . ■ — J 

The Unknown Heroes Minnie L. Hopkins. .1 

Northern Agents at the South H. M .1 

The Hebrew Commonwealth L — e. .1 



POgTRV. 

The Marseillaise Hjnm 

SBLXCnONS. 



Self-Control J 

Contracting for the Doctor’s Services 1 

Apostolic Succession 1 

A t.arolina Stated Clerk 1 

Under a Cloud 1 

Short Pieces l 



PAJUAER’e DSFAKtaUIST. 



Suggestions to Country Boys 4 

Figs In California 4 

Husband and Wife 4 

The Italian UonM Bee 4 

Beef made from Turnips 4 

Okkxral ISTELL ioESC’k— Foreign and Domestic. .2 

PBICB CUBKgMT 8 

SriECiAb NOTicBS Aim AnTmensEMgsis 4 

AnVKKTlBKmsilTS OK SCHOOLS AND C0MB088. 3 



Bev. 0. B. Caldwell is an authorized agent 
•f the Christian Observer, and will, we 
trust, visit some of the churches in Ken- 
tucky in the interests of the paper at an 
eaily day. 

UTE AND LETTEHS OF 
FREDERICK ROBERTSON, H. A. 

Incumbent of Trinity Chapel, Brighton. 

Edited by Slopfford A. Brooke, M. A., 

Honorary Chaplain in ordinary to the 

Queen. New York : Harper & Broth- 
ers, Publishers. 12 mo. pp. 840. For 

sale by Davidson Brothers & Co-, 162 

Main Street, Louisville. 

This work has awRkened a deep interest 
in England, where it passed through four 
editions in two years. The author, whose 
letters it embodies, is also widely known 
by his sermons, which have been greatly 
admired by one class of readers and criti- 
cised and censured by another. In this 
brief notice of the closely printed volume 
before us, we propose to speak of the man, 
the accomplished writer, and the eloquent 
and popular preacher, and not of his theo- 
logical proclivities. 

Frederick W. Iloberison was born in 
London, in 1816. llis father was a captain 
in the royal artillery. In 1821 he settled 
at Beverley, and personally engaged in the 
instruction of his son. After a few years 
he removed to Tours (in France) where his 
son studied the classics with an English 
tutor, and acquired an accurate knowledge 
of the French language. He was afterward 
sent to the Academy in Edinburgh, where 
he won the first prizes in several classes. 
He was an intense worker, and mastered 
everything he studied. “ The boy was 
father of the man.” He also attended va- 
rious classes at tlie University of Edin- 
burgh. At the age of eighteen, he re- 
turned home, filled with enthusiasm for a 
military life, of which he seems to have 
imbibed the spirit in early childhood. 

His father had desired him to enter the 
Church, but seeing the strong bent of his 
genius, yielded to his wishes, and an appli- 
cation was made for a commission for him 
in the Horse Guards. In his studies pre- 
paratory to the profession of arms, his re- 
ligious readings run a strange parallel 
with his military reading ; for he was re- 
solved to go to India as a soldier of Christ 
as well as an officer in the service of h.is 
king and country. In the meantime his 
attention was again called to the work of 
the ministry. His father said to him one 
day, while pondering on the subject, ” I 
think you had better reconsider your plans 
amd enter the Church.” He replied, “ Xo, 
never.” The next day in conversation with 
a clerical friend, who was impressed by his 
unaffected piety, he asked, “ What do you 
advise me to do ?” He answered, “ Do as 
your father likes, and pray to God to di- 
rect your father aright.” He did so and 
shortly after entered the University of 
Oxford, and engaged in studies preparatory 
to the sacred office. Five days afterward, 
a letter came, offering him a cavalry com- 
mission, and an opportunity to embark im- 
mediately for India. 

He was now 21 years old. He was 
brought immediately in contact with New- 
man and the Oxford Tract School, but 
he refused to Join their party, and refuted 
the!r errors. From Lis contact with vari- 
ous forms of religious thought, he saw the 
necessity of an accurate and critical knowl- 
edge of the Bible. It was his practice to 
commit portions of it to memory while 
dressing in the morning. He read with 
care “ Collier’s History,” “Calvin’s Insti- 
tutes,” “ Ranke’s History of the Popes,” 
and many of the replies to the Oxford 
Tracts, His views at this time were those 
of the Evangelical School, with a decided 
leaning to moderate Calvinism. While 
reading the usual course at Oxford, he 
seems to have gained manly views of the 
worthlessness of mere popularity. In 
writing to his mother, he says : 

“I believe the station of a popular 
preacher is one of the greatest trials on 
earth ; a man in that position does not stop 
to|calculate how much or rather how little 
is done when there appears a great effect, 
nor to consider how immense is the differ- 
ence between deeply affecting the f$elings 
and permanently changing the heart. 
The preacher who causes a great sensation 
is not necessarily the one who will receive 
the reward of shining as the stars forever 
and ever, because he has turned many to 
righteousness. Misery is a trial, but it 
makes this world undesirable, and persecu- 
tion cstrangea a man from resting on earth- 
ly bieods, and forces him to choose One 



whom he never would have chosen if any 
other had offered ; but prosperity makes 
earth a home, and popularity exalts self, 
and invites compliance to the world. It is 
the old story of one winter in Capua ef- 
Lcting a ruin for Hannibal, which neither 
the snow of the Alps, nor the sun of It- 
aly, the tieachery of the Gauls, nor the 
prowess of the Romans could achieve.” 

UNIVERSITT SERIES OF TEXT-BOOKS 
FOR BCH00L8 AND COLLEGES. 

We desire again to call attention to the 
card of the University Publishing Compa- 
ny, found among our advertisements. It 
was handed to us last week just before 
going to press, and we had time only to 
refer to it. 

This company publishes, what is known 
a-s the “University Series” of educational 
text-books. It is a stock Company, with 
an authorized capital of $200,000. The 
stock, as far as issued, is pretty generally 
distributed through the South, being held 
principally, by influential business men, 
in most of the Southern States. The 
Company, it is understood, has branch 
houses in Baltimore, SL Louis and New 
Orleans, with head quarters in New York 
City, where the publishing is done. Re- 
cently a branch has also been located in 
Louisville, and a general agency appoint- 
ed for the state of Kentucky. Mr. K. A. 
Watts is the agent for the State, and has 
taken charge of the affairs of the house in 
this city. His office and depository are 
at the Book store ot Messrs. DavidfO® 
Brothers, & Co., 162 Main street, where a 
supply of the Company’s publications 
may always be found. 

The books comprising the “University 
Series,” were prepared with a special 
view, to supplying what has long been 
felt to be a great need in the South ; viz. 
a uniform and complete eeries of text-books, 
which shall not ignore the distinctive charac- 
ter and pursuits of our people, and which 
shall be free from a sectionalism that not 
only wounds, but muinforms. This feeling, 
so universal in the South, we rejoice to 
know, has at length been responded to. 
The series of books published by this 
company, will practically realize every 
reasonable expectation and desire in this 
regard. Most of them were prepared by 
the I'rofessors of the University of Vir- 
ginia. The Geographies are by Commo- 
dore Maury, author of the “Physical Geog- 
raphy of the Sea.” The name.s of these 
distinguished scholars and educators, give 
assurance of universal popularity to the 
books, and eminent success to the enter- 
prising publishers. The University Pub- 
lishing Company is entitled to the thanks 
and patronage of every friend of education. 
We wish it all imaginable success in its 
great and landable work. 

Dr. Btaart Robinson's Card. 

The tauts stated in Dr. Stuart Kobinsoo's 
eard were, we supposed, fully understood by 
tbe public. Our Irieud and iiredecessor. Dr. 
Stuart Robinson, should not be considered as 
in any way responsible for what appears In 
the columns of this paper since his connec- 
tion with the Free Cbkistian Commonwealth 
ceased, except what appears under his own 
signature or initial. As respects the “attacks 
upon the Genera' Assemblj”— which our 
brother disapproves— we may remark that the 
right to criticise the spirit and action of a Gen; 
eral Atseizbiy has been maintained by tt e 
Commonwealth'’ and other religious i a.iers 
for many years. That lightbelongs as truly 
t) pasters as to editors. 

Christian courtesy and a desire to arrive at 
tbe truth, require that ministers and elders 
01 our church who differ, should be allowed 
tbe same privileges as those who agr. e with 
tbe editors. When therefore, even tbe editors 
do not endorse all tbe opinions or views of 
their correspondents, it is a great mistake 
to con'ound Dr. Robinson’s friendly feelings 
toward the paper with an approval of aii that 
appears in its columns. 

A cabd. 

JfliYcrs of the Christian Observer and Pres Chriottau 

Commonioeatth . 

Though 1 have no control over nor respon- 
sibility for tbe Free Christian Common- 
wealth since tbe transfer of Davidson & Rob- 
inson to Rev. •}. V. Logan in ISSS, nor any 
control over the subsequent transfer, yet the 
mistake seems to be current among tbe for- 
mer patrons of tbe Comm-inwealtb that 1 
concur generally in the viewsof Rresbyterisn- 
ism and of our ecclesiastical affairs represent- 
ed by your paper since tbe combination. Such 
a mistake could arise only from tbe fact thvt 
the title -‘Free Christian Commonwealth.” 
chosen by me to repre'ent certain distinctive 
views ot tbe Church, is still retained as a 
secondary title in the combined paper, with 
my silent acquiescence. 

A great desire to have a Presbyterian fam- 
ily newspai<er well suatained in this section 
of I be Church has hitherto restrained me from 
attempting to correct the current mistake by 
a public disclaimer, though all tbe while re- 
garding tbe combiaed journal as having en- 
tirely ignored, and in some cases contravened, 
tbe principU s represented in the secondary 
title. Rut tlic extreme views of the right ol 
free discussion in a family journal claiming 
Southern Presbyterian patronage, which aie 
implied in the admission, without exposure 
and rebuke, to circulate among plain, un- 
suspecting Presbyterians, of such attacks 
upon the Divine warrants of Presbyterianism 
itsell, ae that of Dr. Ross some three months 
since, and again in this week’s issue by tbe 
lame w riter, of such calumnious attacks upon 
the General Ai s^mbly , charing that body with 
being childishly “moved wUhToteDse dislike” 
of the Northern Chureb while professing to 
tjieak from profound convictions of duly and 
in tbe name ot Christ ; and upon a former As- 
sembly as kaviogcommittedtne church to tbe 
extremest BroadeburchUm of tbe New 
School in receiving the “United Synod^” 
though that body bad voluntarily offered Its 
solemn protest and disclaimer against all her- 
esies attributed to Mew Schoolism. Soch 
dangerous use of the columie of a Southern 
Presbyterian family Journal, obliges me, how- 
ever reluctantly, to make this public state- 
ment that tbe Ceristian Obsebver AND Fkbe 
t. HBisTiAN Commonwealth does not have my 
coocurren-e nor rejiresent tbe views of tbe 
“Free CnEisriAN Cohmonwsaitb.” 

1 am aware that it may be asking too much 
to request the admission of such a statement 
into your columns. Nor would the request 
be made if tbe mistake could be corrected 
tbrongb any other channel without implying 
a feeling of hostility to yonr journal, wnicb 
1 am far from entertaining. 

Stcabt Robinson. 



Death of Admiral Farragut. — Ad- 
miral h'arragut died at Portemouth, N. H., 
od the 14th inst. 



Correspondence of Observer and Commonwealth. 

THE TIENTSIN MASSACRE. 

Shanghai, July 11, 1870. 

Messrs, Editors — The Tientsin affair 
is one of such magnitude, that 1 can well 
imagine our people in America asking the 
question, how it will affect their missions 
in this country? To the question let me 
give a roundabout answer; 

The mob at Tientsin was not the result 
of momentary heat, but a deliberately 
arranged scheme for the destruction of all 
Frenchmen in that place. The scheme 
was made public a week before the occur- 
rence, by placards on the wails in their 
native city. The occasion which enabled 
the' ill-disposed to raise the mob, was a 
rumor that the French priests were kid- 
napping children, then murdering these 
children for the sake of the eyes and 
heart, which were to be used in the manu- 
facture of medicines. It is doubtless true 
that the priests were anxious to gather 
children into their schools. I do not know 
whether the priests and their agents were 
or were not scrupulous as to the means 
used for obtaining children. One China- 
man, convicted of kidnapping, confessed 
(whether voluntarily or under torture, I 
do not know) that he was in the employ of 
the priests. There wa.s (it is said) an unu- 
sual mortality about this time among the 
children in the Catholic schools, and ru- 
mor said that somewhere or other eyeless 
and heartless bodies had been exhumed. 
It is further said that Chuiighow (the of- 
ficer appointed as governor of Tientsin, 
and as the official in communication wkh 
foreign consuls) laughed at the complaints 
of his own people about kiduappuig. 

About June 18th the foreign Consuls 
called the attention of Chunghow to the 
placards and demanded protection for the 
foreigners. , These protests received no 
attention. On the 21st of June, about ten 
in the morning, the mob ..assembled in 
front of the Roman Catholic cathedral and 
French Consulate and hegarf toTLse vio- 
lence. The Consul went to./Dhunghow’s 
yamen and again: xlemanded protection. 
Chunghow wanted the Consul to bueated, 
to drink tea and discuss what ougm to be 
done. The Consul (excitedly) liemanded 
that Chunghow should come out and quell 
the mob. But the Chinaman kept on 
making excu^s. Chinese accounts say 
that the Consul fired his revolver at the 
Governor ; andther account from the only 
Frenchman now surviving (who was then 
conceal! d in the yamen) denies that a pis- 
tol was fired. Tne Consul left the yamen 
and was immediately butchered by the 
mob. All the French in Tientsin, Consul, 
priests, nuns and merchants, twenty in 
number, (with one exception) and three 
Russians, mistaken for Frenchmen, were 
then butchered. The Cathedral, French 
Consulate, and French dwellings, were 
burned, aud the chapels of the I’rotestant 
mis.sions were destroyed. The mob dis- 
persed about five P. M. at the signal used 
for dispersion after extinguishing a burn- 
ing house. 

The Chinese Government is now busy, 
publishing proclamations, and appointing 
Chunghow as ambassador to go to France 
and explain the matter. Perhaps Chung- 
how may go to Paris, but the French Ad- 
miral will be very likely not to aw>i{ his 
I return before pressing a demand for repar- 
ation. 

The singular feature is the discrimiiia • 
tion made by Ihe mob between difl'erent 
nationalities. Three Russians who were 
attacked were allowed to pass unmolested 
upon the assurance that they were Rus- 
sians. 

The result of the massacre will undoubt- 
edly be a demand for better guarantees for 
foreign persons and proptrty in China. 
Whether this will be granted without a 
war, we do not know. Whether, in case of 
war, the Chinese will di.scriminate between 
difl’erent nationalities is doubtful. I do 
not think the Chinese desire a war. Their 
beeinningsof a navy would be destroyed, 
ana they could hardly entertain a hope of 
success. At the present there is no cause of 
alarm for our own mission; whose location 
is five or six hundred miles from the scene 
of these disturbances. 

A dispatch from Hong Kong says that 
on the 1st of July the French Consulate 
at Canton was attacked by the rabble, and 
the Consul compelled to seek protection 
under the Rritisn flag. Foreigners gener- 
ally were threatened. E — . 

A Disolaimer — Several weeks ago, refer- 
ence was made in our columns to the po- 
litical action of Union Presbytery, iia.st 
Tennessee, in which we spoke of it as 
quoted to the prejudice of our Assembly 
in Rev. H. H. Allen’s pamphlet. Mr. Al- 
len called our attention to the fact that it 
was not among the deliverances which he 
quoted, and we cheerfully make the correc- 
tion. This correction should have been 
publi.shed some time sincct but with other 
matter crowded out, it was inadvertently 
omitted. 

The Freedmen in Louisiana A corres- 

pondent in Louisiana says, in a recent let- 
ter to the editor : 

“The freedmen with us are a strange peo- 
ple; not tbe slightest confidence can be 
placed in their promises, and many of them 
will make a contract for labor with half a 
design, and go to some one else. What 
saddens me is that they h.'ive so slight an 
idea of honesty. For two years I have 
tried to find one who really thinks it is a 
sin to steal from the whites. Two con- 
fessed that it was wrong, but they did it in 
such a way as left the impression on my 
mind that they did not. I still seek for 
some proofs. 

“My friend. General , caught the 

preacher in a theft which would have sent 
him to the penitentiary, but be begged eo 
hard that he pitied him, the preacher also 
promised that there would be no more 
stealing on the plantation, ‘he would pre- 
vent it.’ There was no more. 

“Boon after meeting another preacher,t'wo 
miles distant, my friend asked if there was 
no law ner discipline in the case. The re- 
ply was, ‘If one steals from a member of 
the church, he is punished ; but we have 
no rule outside.’ I fear that they do not 
deem it a sin, even in their greafestsaints.” 



ilfcciit |)ublieation0. 



Revenue and Tariff Laws. — Harper 
& Brothers have published a compilation 
of the United States Internal Revenue and 
tariff laws, including the legislation of 
last month, by Horace E. Dresser, a work 
which will certainly be found of value to 
the business man and the lawyer. Paper 
covers, price 50 cents. For sale by David- 
son Bros. & Co., No. 162 Main Street. 

True to Herself. A Romance, by F. 
W. Robin.son, author of “ Stern Neces- 
sity,” “ Poor Humanity,” “ No Man’s 
Friend,” &c., &c. Paper, 60 cents. 
Harper & Bros., Publishers. For sale 
as above. 

Speeches, I.etters, and Sayings, of 
Charles Dickens, to which is added a 
Sketch of the Author, by George 
Augustus Sala, and Dean Stanley’s 
Sermon. New York; Harper and Bro- 
thers, Publishers, 1870. 8vo. pp 147. 

The simple anouncement of this book is 
sufficient to give it a wide circulation. 
Curiosity will prompt many admirers of 
Dickens, to look over his “letters and 
speeches, to disover the secret of his pop- 
ularity. An extended notice of Dean 
Stanley’s Sermon, appeared in our paper 
of last 

Lloyd’8 Topographical and Railway 
Map Of Europe for 1870, a sheet four feet 
by thr^ and a half has been sent us. It has 
been prepared for the purpose of meeting a 
much felt wantofa good map, possessing 
sufficieut|details (o be serviceable, at a reas- 
onable price. E. Lloyd, Publisher, 23, 
Courtland street, New York, will send a 
copy free by mail on receipt of 50 cents. 
We commend it to the attention of the 
reading public. 

The Edinburg Review for July, 1870, 
New York ; The I..€onard Scott Publish- 
ing Company, 140 Fulton street. 

This number contain articles under the 
following headings; — The Text of Chaucer. 
— The Baltic Provinces of Russia. — The 
Chief Victories of Charles V. — Gallon on 
Hereditary Geniu.s. — Sainte Beuve. — Man- 
uals of Ancient History. — Faraday. — Pos- 
tal Telegraphs. — The Adventures of Au 
dubon.— Disraeli’s Lothair. 

The articles on Beuve, Audubon, and 
Lothair, will be read with avidity. 



TEXAS CORRESPONDENCE. 
Cheering Reports— Henaton— Its Population— 
, The Presbyterian Church— Labors of Rev. 

Dr. Hntchison. 

Texas continues healthy and prosperous- 
Money plentiful. Crop prospects good. 
Cotton jiicking has commenced. A few 
bales of cotton have been sent to market. 
A heavy immigration is anticipated during 
the ensuing fall and winter. Hopes are 
entertained that v.e shall, this season, es- 
cape the yellow fever. 

The census shows a population in Hous- 
ton of about fifteen thousand- Future 
prospects of our city are encouraging- 

The talented pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church is on a Northern tour. One object 
of his visit is understood to be to collect 
funds to pay off a debt on the Presbyterian 
Church edifice. Should he be within the 
bounds of your circulation, I trust your 
readers will give him liberal aid. 

The Rev. J. R. Hutchison, D. D., of 
this city, is eminently useful as a Domestic 
Missionary in our railroad towns, in four of 
which he preaches once in four weeks, lie 
has succeeded in organizing three Presby- 
terian Churches, and erecting one spacious 
and neat church edifice at Hempstead, and 
has two other church buildings under way 
at other points. The Dr. is possessed of 
superior preaching talents. Though past 
three score, he is still active and energetic, 
and is permitted to “bring forth fruit in 
old age.” He is a warm friend of your 
“Observer,” and an active promoter of 
evangelical knowledge by the printed page 
generally. Would that we had more such 
active old men in the Texas ministry. 

Yours tiuly, J. B. 

HoctTON, August 10, 1870. 



OHELBYVILLE FEMALE COLLEGE. 

Messrs. Editors ; As others have given 
their opinions in regard to schools, the 
present writer has somewhat to say aUo. 
The Bhelbyville Female College posse.sses 
the following advantages; 

1. The Principal of this school is W. H.' 
Stuart, a Master of Arts, a Kentucky 
gentleman, and thoroughly in sympathy 
with Kentucky people and Kentucky In- 
stitutions. Prof. Stuart has the entire 
control of the school, and has brought to 
his assistance a corps of teachers whose 
ualifications must satisfy the most fasti- 
ious. I need not speak of the Principal 
who is known throughout the community 
for scholarship, courtesy, firmness and 
Christian integrity. He is unquestionably 
“the right man in the right place.” 

Prof. Wm. Emery takes the musical de- 
partment. The Rev. T. D. Stuart, in his 
life time, expressed the dec'ded opinion 
that Prof. Emery excelled any teacher in 
his department who had ever been em- 
ployed in the College. 

Miss Duval is a Southern lady, of charm- 
ing manners and rare attainments. She 
enters upon her field in Shelbyville with 
tbe very highest testimonials from the 
most competent sourccs- 

Prof. Wm. M. Wilson, the instructor in 
French, was graduated Master of Arts at 
Washington College, Va., and has no su- 
perior in this country as a scholar. 

Miss Belle Stuart and Miss Amelia Stu- 
art will continue their services as assistant 
teachers of music and teachers of paint- 
ing, drawing, Ac. 

Mrs. Olivia Stuart, having resigned the 
government of tbe College into the hands 
of her accomplished son and his assist- 
ants, will hereafter devote herself entirely 
to the comfort of the young ladies in the 
boarding department. 

Allow me, Messrs. Editors, to commend, 
in good can.science, the Shelbyville Female 
College to Kentuckians and the people of 
the South. Iota. 



Correspondence of the Observer and CommonweallU. 

LETTER FROM LOUISIANA. 

Tho Feelings and Condition of the People 

Office Holders — Three Classes of Society 

Negro Preachers. 

Messrs. Editors — I admire the Prophet 
Jeremiah, but in these sad days I do not 
like to indulge in “Jeremiads,” as I doubt 
its being for edification. With few ex- 
ceptions the people are sad enough fully 
to gratify the hardest fanatic, but there is 
no disposition to talk abont it, or even to 
brood over sad realities. They are too 
busy in procuring a mere support for their 
families, and too fearful of the future to 
indulge in such thoughts; and besides, 
there is no use in it, we are subjects, not 
citizens as once we were, and as our fathers 
were. We have, it is true, the privilege, 
it is called, of voting, provided we will 
vote for men whom we consider unworthy 
of office, and do not wish to have as legis- 
lators. 

Tried men, good men, and many of 
them are among us, and these we would 
choose as our law-makers, and place in all 
our offices, but the ignorant and wicked 
rule over us and. say, “No.” Perhaps in 
the State there is not one in an office of 
any importance whom the people wish, or 
who could obtain a hundred free white 
votes here or at the North. The negrees 
in the legislature do what and as they 
please, and white men, strangers, execute 
their bidding. Sometimes we fancy that 
we would like to live in Kentucky, or in 
the United States, instead of in this Tim- 
buctoo ; it would look so natural to see 
thinking men, our equals, superiors, and 
men of worth in office, persons whom some 
one could respect, and who respected them- 
selves. 

We may be said to have three classes 
among us — 1st, our aristocracy, and it is a 
privileged class, new in the history of the 
United States, and a remarkable one. 
This class holds all the offices which are 
now supposed to be more lucrative than 
honorable, and controls the two inferior 
classes. It dropped among us, and we 
can’t find out who they are. The 2d are 
the freedmen, who are the lawgive. s and 
tax-makers of the 3d class, but who .are 
entirely controlled by the few who com- 
pose the first ; and this also is a remarkable 
class, who are said to be superstitiou.s, 
even given to voudooisni, and ignorant. 
The 3d are the whites, the educated class, 
who own the land, who are the merchants, 
manufacturers, lawyers, editors, etc., but 
who now are nobody in the State politic. 

It seems strange, but it might be worse 
and unless philosophy and history change 
their first principles, it will be. As for our 
prosperity aud resuscitation, about which 
some dream and boast — the first cl.ass see 
it and are happy, but the third does not. 

I travel about and visit not a little, but 
see no signs of prosperity among the peo- 
ple — the 3d class. Every one, however, 
tries to cheer himself and his neighbors, but 
I see no lighting up of the fa(;e, and sel- 
dom any increase of home comforts. 

-Vm I wearying you? It will be inter- 
esting to you, who are the happy inhabi- 
tants of the United States, and free citizens 
too, to learn one remarkable fact connect- 
ed with the religion of our 2d class. It is 
what some of you may consider wonderful 
we do not. This class abounds in preachers 
and could spare scores for the destitutions 
in the North. It is estimated that in our 
favored Louisiana there is one for every 
three square miles, and some think more. 
On some plantations there are as many as 
four, and the number constantly increases. 
They are men of controlling influence and 
popular, and in these respects are superior 
to our white preachers North or South. 
For once in the history of the church, and 
in this class alone, in all the world, can it 
be said, “The laborers are not few 1” They 
arc honored, obeyed, and supported and 
need no help from the in futuro five million 
fund, or from any other quirter. They are 
zealous, and it is said harmonious, a unit, 
and believe— they say, know — that they 
are right. Just think of 24 preachers 
members of the legislature of South Carc- 
lina, it is no wonder that the Scotchman, 
Duncan Stewart, was so delighted with 
South Carolina. See his letters. He 
should have visited our legislature in New 
Orleans, and also have witnessed some of 
our Voudoo rites. His letter and his sat- 
isfaction was refreshing. We can spare 
him one hundred preachers for Scotland, 
and— they preach without notes. 

Yours from the 
Observatory. 

~ ^ ^ 

Mortality in Montreal. — Dr. Burns' 
states in a letter to the Interior, that the 
mortality in that city, especially among 
children, has been very great. In one 
week, he says, we had two hundred and 
four deaths. There were ninety-five in 
the _ corresponding week of last year. 
During another week we had one hun- 
dred and ninety-seven. Last week 
the number weut down to one hun- 
dred and thirty-four — twenty-two Pro- 
testants, and one hundred and twelve Re- 
man Catholic; eighty-nine under two 
years of age. Our death rate rises and 
falls largely with the thermometer. 
Though these numbers may tell against 
us — still our city is far from being an un- 
healthy one. We have the finest air and 
water. There are si^ial causes. Many 
deaths occur in tbe Roman Catholic Hos- 
pitals which abound here, to which tbe 
children of sorrow and shame are sent 
from all quaters. For example, during 
one of the above weeks, thirty -one deaths 
of infants occurred in the Hospital of the 
Soeurs Grises. 

A Dodge. — An ingenious Philadel- 
phian, who was rather hotly pressed by hie 
creditors, but more particularly by deputy- 
sheriffs, hit upon the novel expedient of 
draping hie ooor-knob with the emblems 
of mourning, in order to put them oft' them 



off their guard while he removed all his 
household goods to the residence of an 
obliging friend. One of the deputies, 
sharper than his follows, saw through the 
ruse, hastened to the rear of the premises, 
and caught the “corpse” in the act of 
lending a hand in carrying out the piano. 

Prof. E. Sterling, formerly of North Car- 
olina,'but more recetly of Shelbyville, Ky., 
has been elected President of the Paris 
Female College. His correapondenti will 
please note the change of his post-office 
address to Paris, Ky. 

General Intelligence. 



Mortality in New YoRK.-Itis stated 
that there were 757 deaths in the city 
during the week ending on the 13th inst. 

New York Surgeons Joins the 
Prussian Army.— Twenty-one New York 
surgeons, mostly Germans, have left that 
city for service in the Prussian army since 
the opening of the war, receiving their ex- 
penses out and the rank and pay of second 
lieutenants on their arrival. 

The Prussian Foreign Secretary tele- 
graphs competent autorities at Berlin, and 
objects decidedly to the employment of 
surgeons who do not speak the German 
language. He also adds that the army 
and hospitals have nurses in abundance. 

The Negro at West Point.— T'." 
Committee appointed by Congress to 
vestigate the charges against certain s- 
dets at West Point, fortreating thecriorr. 
cadet in an ungentlemanly manner, bavv 
sentenced the offenders to be reprimanded 
by the authorities. 

Crime IN New York City.— J- A ge 
Bedford, in his charge to the Gran'! 
last week, alluded as follows to 
crease of crime it New York. 

“I think the time has come when t 
one of you, gentlemen, sworn as grand 
jurors, should fully realize the condition 
of things in this city. The lawless class 
are daily becoming more daring and reck- 
less. They must be checked in their mad 
career. The protection of society and the 
future welfare of the metropolis depend 
in great measure upon the prompt award 
of punishment for crime; and the people 
loOK to the authorities for protection. 
I>et them not look in vain. Let every of- 
ficial in those trying time.s prove himself 
worthy of the people’s confidence. 

Large Nugget.— A nugget of one hun- 
dred and six pounds, containing ninety- 
seven pounds of gold and nine of quartz, 
was found near Auburn, California, a, 
short time since. 

Alaska. — A steamer with 87,000 fur seal 
skin from Alaska, has arrived at San 
Francisco. Gen. Jeff. C. Davis, in com- 
mand, had been inspecting the island, and 
reports that malpractices on the part of 
traders had driven the greater portion 
of tbe Indians on the nrincipal sea islucd.'' 
to English posts to traae. 

ScccE.S3. — The Chinese laborers on the 
Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad are 
pronounced a success. 

FOREIGN. 

THE FRENCH SITUATION. 

Amidst .all the confused and contradictory 
accounts of the movements, combats aud bat- 
tles ol the German and French forces, there 
are two facts all the time clear to the atten- 
tive reader who consults bis maps, viz., 
France is all tbe’time losing ground and the 
Germans are all the time advancing nearer 
aud nearer Paris. Stirling from the fro*- 
t'C.- between Frame and Germany some three 
hundred and lifiy miles distant from Paris by 
railwar, and three hundred in a direct line, 
tbe German armies are already more than 
half way on their march from the frontier to 
Paris, having left .Strasbourg and Metz, two 
of the strongest fortresses in France, faraway 
in their rear. 

Looking at these facts, it is hardly worth 
while to waste time in discussing tbe contra- 
dictory statements from Berlin aud Paris, as 
to the lighting near Metz, on .Sunday and 
Monday, in which both sides claimed to be 
the victor. If the French were victorious, 
it means simply that they escaped the disaster 
of leing cut off" from the line of their retreat 
towards Paris. It cannot possibly mean more 
than that. AU tbe recqnt fighting of the 
French troops has had but one oi ject, viz:to 
beat oil' tlie constant attacks of the Germans 
on their fl'snks and rear, while on tbe retreat 
to some new position to consolidate and re- 
form their scattered and shattered battaillons. 
This also tells the sad story, in spite of gloss, 
concealment and deception. 

A Series of Battles For a week or ten 

days I he war has been marked by a scries of 
fierce and bloody battles in which tbe carnage 
has been teir Ue. As is usual, both sides have 
generally claimed the victory. 

At the Battle on Sunday, the 14th, at Metz, 
the Prussian loss was immense. Tbe effect of 
the mitrailleurs was terrific. The Prussians 
asked for a second armistice to bury their dead, 
which is estimated ten times more numerous 
than the French . The action was very sever! . 
It lasted four hours, being closed only by 
night. 

Tbe repulse of the Prussians was complete. 
Prussian officers wno burled the dead admit 
ten Prussians dead to one Frenchman. Tbe 
loss, according to the Monadnock, is under 
3,000. 

The Battle on Tuesday the 16th, took 
nlace on tbe heights southwest of Metz. It 
began at 8 o’clock in the morning, and lasted 
until dark. French loss 10,000 and Prassiac 
probably double. The repulse of the latter 
was complete, leaving to the united French 
army the road open to Chalons, with rein- 
inforccmcnls. 'They hope to be able to deliver 
decisive battle there. 

The Battle on Thursday the 18th, called 
the Battle of the Gravelot, was a terrific con- 
test, in which forty thousand men were 
killed and wounded. 

The French were posted on bills that cov- 
ered two roads that lead west from Metz to 
Verdun. The battle commenced at 10 A. M., 
and was merely an artillery duel until nooc. 
The Prussians dislodged tbe French from im- 
portant points until about four o’clock, when 
the attack was made most determinedly upon 
what seemed to be the key to the French po- 
sition . As dificrent divisions of the Prussian 
army came into position they attacked suc- 
cessively, but were rep-atedly driven back 
with heavy loss. Tbe struggle lasted, with 
varying fortunes in difterent parts of the line, 
till eight o’clock. Up to that hour the French 
held their ground. At eight o’clock the 
Prussians, ma-ssing heavy forces on their left, 
attacked and carried La Villette, resulting in 
a very important triumph to the Prussian 
arms. 

By tb’s victory the French army, under 
Marshall Bazaine, is cut off from Palis. 

Terrible Losses — The loss of the French 
army during the week cannot be less than 
S0.C03 killed", wounded and missing; at Cours- 
ville, Vi< nvl le and Oravellotte, they are 
known to have lost 1(1,000 including at the lat- 
ter 4.000 prisoners. The losses of the Prus- 
sians are probably equally neat. One report 
says they lost ;40,000, Iteinmetz’e corps 
being literally cut to pieces, and his magni- 
ficent calvary no longer existing. 

FfaUbarg Capitulated — Pfalzhurg, in the 
Vosges, capitulated Saturday to tbe Wur- 
temburg army. Tbe capture of this fortress 
insures the communication of the Crown 
Prince with tbe basis of supplies. 

The Present Sitnatwn. — As nearly as can 
be gathered from confleting telegrams, the 
French army unaer Marshal Bszaine, with- 
drew into the Fortress of Metz, alter the bat- 



